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command of the Duke of Monmoitth, amongst whom my brother Edmond, captain in the Guards, was one. This news of the French success gave a great alarm to Flanders, England and Holland. The same day the Commons upon this news grew very warm, and began to reflect on the King's ill councils, that had not advised him to this war sooner. They named no man, but it was very plain they pointed at the Duke of York and my Lord Treasurer.
February 28. Attending at the King's lovde, the King told me and some other Parliament men then present that except the money voted to be given to levies was dispatched, it would come after the French King had done his work. His highness said that morning, too, that his friends would have a hard task upon them that day, for he was informed that some in the House resolved to renew the debate concerning ill counsellors. I said it was not very likely, for I was told the day before by a leader of the anti-Court party that it was not now a time to raise differences at home, when we were in war abroad; and it proved as I said.
March 2. The news came that Ghent and Bruges were not taken, as had been reported; and moreover that Monsieur de Euvigny was coming, on the part of the French King, with offers of peace to our King, The Commons grew jealous that they would be accepted. However, our forces went forward on their march to Ostencl.
The same day, waiting upon the King at; the "DuduwtH of Portsmouth's, the Duke and my Lord Treasurer Ix-ing in consultation with his Majesty there about giving cm(, of commissions, that affair being over, his highness before I could ask him if he had pleased to remember my IwsiwjHH, informed me that order would be given for the drawing of my commission; my Lord Treasurer assured me of it ;at the same time.
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